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Addressing permitting in the 
EU: Challenges & opportunities

Executive summary 
• On 2 December 2024, IOGP Europe co-organized a workshop with DG GROW, European Commission bringing

together policymakers, energy leaders, energy-intensive industries, and regulators. The event provided a platform
for diverse industries to discuss key challenges in the permitting process and explore solutions to enhance EU
competitiveness.

• The discussion focused on regulatory bottlenecks, administrative inefficiencies, legal uncertainties, and the need for
digitalization and streamlined processes.

• Participants emphasized the importance of harmonized EU-wide permitting standards, enhanced administrative
capacity, and increased political commitment to accelerate approvals.

The workshop highlighted the urgent need for permitting reform to support the EU’s green transition while maintaining 
economic competitiveness. Key takeaways include the necessity of digital transformation, streamlined regulatory 
processes, and stronger political commitment. Best practices from global leaders in permitting efficiency can serve as 
valuable models for the EU to adopt. Future efforts should focus on regulatory clarity, improved inter-agency coordination, 
and structured engagement with stakeholders to achieve a more efficient, transparent, and sustainable permitting system.

Key themes and takeaways

Regulatory complexity and administrative bottlenecks  

• Long approval timelines: 60% of companies reported waiting over a year for permit approvals, with some delays
extending up to six years, for example, in the Netherlands with the Port of Rotterdam's Porthos carbon capture and
storage (CCS) project.

• Possibly includes a time limitation to get approval (as in the US).
• Fragmented regulatory landscape: Multiple agencies and inconsistent decision-making create significant delays and

uncertainty for businesses.
• Local resistance: Community opposition often leads to prolonged permit processes, highlighting the need for early

stakeholder engagement.
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Competitiveness and investment impact
• Complex and lengthy procedures: 83% of businesses identified complexity and duration as key obstacles to

investment in Europe.
• 	Legal uncertainty: Judicial challenges from NGOs and shifting regulations contribute to unpredictable permitting

outcomes.
• 	Comparative disadvantages: The EU's permitting framework is perceived as slower and less efficient compared to

international counterparts such as the US, Canada, and Australia.

Digitalization and process efficiency  
• Lack of digital integration: Many permitting authorities still rely on paper-based processes, causing inefficiencies and

delays.
• 	One-stop-Shop proposal: A centralized permitting system was recommended to streamline approvals and reduce

administrative burdens.
• 	AI and digital platforms: Leveraging AI and digital tools can enhance transparency, predictability, and efficiency in

permit processing.

Regulatory and Policy Recommendations
•  Streamline and harmonize compliance requirements:

–  Introduce clear and enforceable deadlines for permit approvals to ensure faster decision-making.
–  Develop a harmonized EU-wide permitting framework to reduce discrepancies across member states.
–  Align permitting regulations with existing EU directives, such as the Renewable Energy Directive and the Energy 

Performance of Buildings Directive.
•  Enhance administrative capacity and legal certainty

–  Increase staffing and training within permitting authorities to handle growing applications efficiently.
–  Strengthen legal frameworks to mitigate excessive judicial challenges, reducing the likelihood of prolonged 

litigation.
–  Provide clear implementation guidelines to help industries navigate permitting requirements effectively

•  Leverage digitalization and international best practices
–  Establish a comprehensive digital permitting system for paperless submissions, tracking, and decision-making.
–  Implement a one-stop digital service by 2026 to integrate multiple regulatory processes and agencies.
–  Learn from successful international models, such as:

–  Australia’s task forces to fast-track major projects.
–  Canada’s dedicated permitting support teams for critical industries.
–  Portugal’s licensing task force for renewables to streamline approvals.
–  France’s biomethane mapping strategy to support energy infrastructure development.
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